When Pesach begins on Saturday night
Pesach Cleaning
Everything should be done a day earlier, so that all Pesach cleaning, kashering and
cooking is complete before Shabbat, excepting a small corner where food and
utensils can be kept aside for Friday night and Shabbat breakfast (see below).
Ideally the cleaning should be complete on Thursday at dark, before the search for
leaven.
The Fast of the Firstborn
The fast is put forward from Erev Pesach, which is Saturday morning, to Thursday
morning. The reason is that no public fast, except Yom Kippur, may override
Shabbat, a day when the spiritual and practical focus is on preparation for the joy
of the Sabbath.
(Our service will take place on zoom at 7.30am, followed by the completion of a
chapter of Talmud. The rejoicing on such an occasion overrides the custom that
the firstborn fast, allowing them, too, to share a festive lechayyim and food).
Bedikat Chametz - The Search For Leaven
Bedikat Chametz, the search for leaven, is generally conducted immediately after
dark on the night before the Seder night. One searches by the light of a candle in
all the places where chametz is likely to have been placed. Many people specially
hide 10 pieces of leaven for the searcher(s) to discover. But if Pesach begins after
Shabbat the search for chametz is conducted on Thursday night instead, by which
time all our cleaning should ideally be complete. We then have Friday to prepare
the symbols and food for the Seder.
The leaven found during the search, together with any last remnants, (except what
may be needed for Shabbat) is burned on Friday morning.
What does one eat on Shabbat?
The main problem is what to do about Shabbat. Not only do we have to eat, we
have to make Kiddush and have two loaves of bread to bless for both the Friday
night and Shabbat morning meals as well.
There are two main options. The first is to leave a small corner for an absolute
minimum of chametz things, basically the challot for Friday night and Shabbat
morning. On Friday night one says kiddush and makes motzi over the challah and
eats it all up (taking care not to spread any crumbs anywhere). One then has a
meal of kosher lePesach food, from Pesach dishes (except that one may not eat
matzah). On Shabbat morning one makes Kiddush and hamotzi over the challot
early. (The rabbis ruled that it is forbidden to eat chametz from a third of the way
through the day on Erev Pesach (approx. 9.55am this year), and that all remnants
of chametz must be gone one Talmudic hour after that (11.04am this year)). Any
tiny amount of remaining chametz should then be disposed of. On all other days

than Shabbat this would be done by burning; on Shabbat one scatters the last
crumbs of chametz to the winds. Any chametz dishes are wiped down and stored
away. For the rest of Shabbat, kosher LePesach food (but not matzah) is eaten.
Alternatively, one can remove all chametz and chametz dishes on Friday before
Shabbat and use only Pesach dishes with kosher LePesach foods for the Sabbath.
This would appear to be the easier option. What, however, does one do about the
two loaves for Friday night and Shabbat morning if one can't have challah? The
problem is that ordinary matzah cannot be used either. The 'bread of affliction' is
the central symbol of the Exodus from Egypt, so it would be wrong to eat it on the
day before Pesach, thus robbing it of its special status at the Seder. The solution is
to use special 'rich' matzah, matzah ashirah. Because it contains additives such as
egg, oil or even sugar and occasionally chocolate, matzah ashirah is not considered
to be 'bread of affliction' and may, therefore, be eaten beforehand without
detracting from the place of matzah at the Seder.
The second option is probably easier from a strictly practical point of view. There
is also less danger of muddling up Pesach and non-Pesach tableware and foods.
However, there are those who do not like it because it feels like playing games
with matzah, something far too important to be sweetened with egg and sugar and
eaten in advance.
Chag Sameach and good preparations
Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg

